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Letters To TheE ditor 


Sir: 

You asked for opinions on the China 
situation in a recent issue. The news today 
looks like the policy of our State Depart- 
ment has paid off in war. 

We deserted a faithful ally, in violation 
of our solemn commitments, sold him 
down the river and embraced his (and 
our) mortal enemies. We now reap the re- 
ward of our perfidy in the attack on our 
army in Korea by Red Chinese divisions. 

We are paying in blood for the blindness 
of the makers of our China policy and the 
end is not yet in sight. 

James Francis MILver. 


Pikeville, Ky. 


Joy Gift 
Sir: 

I am enclosing a copy of a telegram to 
Dr. Wade H. Boggs from Mr. Harry M. 
Silling, chairman of the board of deacons 
of our church. The members of our board 
of deacons feel keenly about the urgency of 
this matter. Therefore, on their behalf I 
send you the copy of this telegram with 
the request that it be used in your paper in 
anyway it seems wise to you, as a means of 
promoting the Joy Gift this year. 

Georce H. Vicx. 

Charleston, W. Va. 


DR. WADE H. BOGGS 
410 URBAN BUILDING 
LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 


WE HAVE READ YOUR OPEN LET- 
TER CONCERNING THE PRESENT 
PLIGHT OF MANY ON THE ROLLS 
OF MINISTERIAL RELIEF. WE CAN- 
NOT BEAR OUR SHARE OF THIS 
SHAME ANY LONGER. COUNT ON 
US TO MORE THAN DOUBLE OUR 
GIFT OF LAST YEAR. YOU MAY EX- 
PECT OUR JOY GIFT TO EXCEED 
THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS. 

Harry M. Sittinc, CHAIRMAN 

Boarp oF DEAcoNs 

First PresBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Charleston, W. Va. 


Sir: 

We write in protest to the recent national 
advertising of “American Television Deal- 
ers and Manufacturers.” A full-page news- 


paper ad, which appeared about the middle 
of November, quoted a “Noted Behaviorist 
and Authority on Child Guidance” and had 
as its lead title “There Are Some Things 
a Son or Daughter Won’st Tell You! 

We object to the suggestion that unless 
television is available to boys and girls in 
a family, they cannot hold their own with 
friends and schoolmates, and where it is 
available, it will allow them to be “cock 
of the walk.” No doubt many parents, 
teachers and others having concern for 
children and youth see through the false 
claims of this kind of advertising, and yet 
to many others it is confusing, to say the 
least. 

Television cannot possibly replace Chris- 
tian homes and Christian teaching in the 
nurture of boys and girls. Television is a 
new force to be reckoned with in our 
national life, and if the proper safeguards 
are thrown around it, and the proper at- 
titudes developed toward it, it can become a 
constructive force instead of a demoralizing 
and harmful influence. 

We believe your readers are concerned 
about the implications of this newspaper 
advertisement, and urge you to deal with 
the matter editorially. You will also be 
interested, I believe, in the attached copies 
of news articles which show how other in- 
dividuals and groups are reacting to this 
type of advertising. 


Roy Hocrere, 

Director of Children’s Work. 
Joun S. McMu ten, 
Director of Youth Work, 
Board of Education, 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


Richmond News Leader, 
Friday, Nov. 17, 1950. 


TV Promotion Labeled 
A “New Low”’ 


Nashville, Tenn., Nov. 17 €AP).— A 
television industry newspaper advertisement 
brought charges last night from a national 
group of Methodist Church officials of a 
“new low in exploiting children.” 


The church group said “such advertising 

. brings undue pressure on parents to 
purchase television equipment which a great 
majority of American families cannot 
afford.” 

The group—90 executive secretaries of 
conference boards of education in 48 States 


—adopted two resolutions, one to be sent to 
the television industry and the second re- 
questing both the Methodist and the Protes- 
tant radio and film commissions to ask the 
Federal Communications and Trades Com- 
missions to “correct such abuses.” 

The church officials protested wording of 
the advertisement and a statement by Child 
Guidance Psychologist Angelo Patri 
“Youngsters today need television for their 
morale as much as they need fresh air and 
sunshine...” 


Richmond Times-Dispatch, 
Sunday, Nov. 19, 1950. 


Television Advertising 
Is Denounced 


Family Service Group 
Cites “Cruel Pressure’ 


New York, Nov. 18. (AP)—The Family 
Service Association today denounced adver- 
tisements which it said tended 
parents and children feel “socially in- 
ferior” if they lacked television sets in 
their homes. 

The association said in a resolution that 
this was “a cruel pressure” playing on the 
fears of those “who cannot afford or do 
not choose to give priority to this expendi- 
ture in the family budget.” 

“Family Service agencies maintain that 
it is unmitigated nonsense to assert that 
television is indispensable to family morale 
and social acceptance,” the resolution said. 

The association is composed of 250 com- 
munity-serving agencies throughout the 
United States. 


Its resolution said the American. tele- 
vision dealers and manufacturers opened a 
$2,000,00G newspaper and radio advertis- 
ing campaign during the past week to sell 
television sets to American families. 


to make 


A spokesman for the TV dealers and 
manufacturers could not be reached for 
comment on the association’s resolution. 


Tide, a magazine of the advertising busi- 
ness, in an editorial scheduled to appear in 
its November 24 issue, made public today, 
called the campaign a “body blow” to ad- 
vertising. 

The editorial described the dealers and 
manufacturers sponsoring the campaign as 
“an informal group formed to fight the 
effects of the 10 per cent excise tax and 
color television.” 


EDITORIAL 
Giving 


Some people give because they are forced to give, 
not by physical means, but by other things. Some 
are made to give because of business reasons; it is 
good advertising for them to be liberal. Some give 
through the force of public opinion. They must 
give if they are to be popular, and most men like 
for their fellow-men to think well of them. 


Others give because it is their duty. They are 
aware of their responsibility to their neighbors, to 


the state, the nation, and even to men and women 
and children who live across the seas. The appeals 
of the Community Chest, or the Associated Chari- 
ties, or the Red Cross come to them and meet with 


a response. 


Himself! 


Then there are those who are glad to give. These 
people are especially dear to God, for God is a 
hilarious Giver. How gladly he sends the sunshine 
and the rain upon the just and the unjust. How 
freely He gave His Son: how joyfully the Son gave 


May He help us to give as He gave, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. 
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“This - Is The News” 


devices is to cause us to believe there is no devil. 


it to 
re- ; Then he can be free to do as he pleases. 
stes- During World War II listeners over CBS grew 
_ accustomed to the straight reporting and authori- With all the “devilment” that is going on all over 
om- tative accounts of Edward R. Musas Lon- the world, it is illogical to believe that there is no 
lel don. When one heard, “This - is London,” one felt superior and diabolical mind back of the whole plan. 
hearing by and We must trace the total effects back to an ade- 
“ath oul ld minute facts from (hat Gees ge & war- quate cause. Evils are too well organized to think it 
and — = all just happened. A device is a well-thought-out 
More recently many have come to depend on Mr. plan—a purpose. To be ignorant of his devices it to 
Murrow’s clear and objective reporting each night allow him to go on his way unmolested as a roaring 
at 7:45 (EST). When he says, “This - is the lion. And where is there any well-thought-out plan 
news,” one has the feeling that as of that moment and purpose to defeat him? 
one is hearing the latest authentic reports. , ad 
. It is the duty of the minister to declare the whole 
But, at this Christmas season, do not we who are counsel of God. We must run the whole gamut of 
Christians need to stop and realize that we have truth, and lots of truth is disagreeable and unrefined. 
nily THE news of all time? Submerged only too often in But refinement will not destroy the works of the 
“a the rush of shopping, the pressure of added tasks devil. 
phe and the generally commercialized atmosphere of our eine f h 
. modern Christmas, it is so easy to forget the real When we grapple with a lion we forget what 
meaning of Christmas. perfumed advice spectators give. We cannot be 
hat always sweet and tender and talk about heaven. 
the Underlying it all is, on the one hand, the tre- “Thou art unto them as a very lovely song of one 
- mendous fact of sin and man’s lost condition, and on that hath a pleasant voice and can play well on an 
ro the other, God’s love and the redemption He offers instrument; for they hear thy words, but they do 
Oe through His Son. them not.” (Ezek. 33:32). 
a THE news of Christmas is salvation: “And thou We must tell about Satan as well as about God. 
sid shalt call his name JESUS (Savior): for he shall We also know that if there had been no devil, there 
re save his people from their sins.” would have been no sin. It was he that caused our 
ws fi i hich ds all l 
st parents to sin, out of which proceeds all actua 
THISs - e news. 
F: is the news L.N.B. transgressions. We should busy ourselves forever 
i about getting out of his clutches. 
tis 
we A Look At Satan And We should meet this unholy spirit with the Holy 
' ' Spirit. er. J when we 
His Devices Spirit These war against each other. And when 
ind find unbelief in the existence and personality of the 
for We do not hear much about the real devil these devil, we find unbelief in the personality of the 
} days. Nobody seems to be afraid of this “roaring Holy Spirit. This must please the devil tremend- 
asi- lion.” This must please him greatly. One of his ously. 
mM 
lay, 
ad- 
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Satan’s devices are multitudinous and he has a 
massive army of angels to carry out his designs. 
They are well-trained for their task and their team- 
work gives undoubted evidence of one mighty mind 
at the head. We must not under-rate the “powers 
of darkness” which transform themselves into 
“angels of light” and fascination. We find him in- 
vading the realm of sin and forgiveness. Paul calls 
attention to this. We must not be led astray by an 
unforgiving spirit. If the devil can cause us to have 
an unforgiving spirit, he wins. Again he enters the 
realm of suffering. Job is not the only one who has 
been advised, in his affliction, to curse God and die. 


Christian science, falsely so-called, steps in and 
offers health to the diseased. I have seen this tried 
out many times in my ministry. Denial of means of 
relief only causes one to die quicker but more hor- 
ribly. And we are threatened with old-time Rus- 
sellism, too, all dressed up and doing immense harm, 
deceiving the very elect. Quackery in medicine and 
religion make money out of sufferers. It is the devil 
with his devices having a riotous time. 


Let ministers declare the whole Gospel and preach 
sermons on the devil and his doings. It is a terrible 
thing we have to do. Sin is a fearful thing. Christ 
only is able to destroy him and his works. And 
salvation is to be delivered from the havoc Satan has 
made. We pray to be delivered from evil. It would 
help us out if we knew more about his devices. We 
would not give place to the devil. Sermons on the 
devil will be honored by the Holy Spirit. 


—<.T.C. 


There Is No Ground 
For Compromise 


The fallacy of much which is going on in Wash- 
ington, at Lake Success and in many other parts of 
the world is the assumption that one can reason 
with Communism. In so far as such efforts are but 
a Te in stalling for time, then they are worth 
while. 


But, if every available moment and every avail- 
able resource is not being mobilized at the same 
time for the inevitable conflict, such assumptions are 
nothing but the height of folly. 


No Christian wants war. He longs for peace, not 
only for the blessings which are an inherent part of 
peaceful living, but also for the opportunities peace 
affords for missionary effort, at home and abroad. 


At the same time, no Christian should be foolish. 
Communism has as its avowed aim the domination 
of the world. It has used and is using every device 
of deceit, lying, subversion, coercion, degradation, 
oppression, cruelty and aggression to accomplish this 
aim. It is high time that we all opened our eves to 
the facts and proceeded accordingly. 


< 


Wishful thinking has no place in the philosophy 
of our times. While we hope for peace and will 
welcome any and every honest movement in that 
direction, we should know at the same time that 
the enemy with which we have to do will never 
stop until crushed or victorious. Where their actions 
seem to point otherwise, the wary must know that 
apparent change of policy or objective is but a delay, 
trading time for further preparation for world con- 
quest. 


But, the Christian has one hope which sets him 
apart from the rest of the world. Our God is om- 
nipotent. He may permit the scourge of godless 
Communism to fall upon us, but when He com- 
mands that scourge to stop, it stops. God is in the 
heavens, He is on His throne, and His ears are stil! 
open to the cries of His children. 


As we fulfil our obligations as Christian citizens 
we have also the privilege and the obligation to 
pray and we believe that this prayer should center, 
not in a request for deliverance but rather in a 
prayer of penitence, a crying out to God to pour 
out on us as a people a sense of our need of Him 
and His Christ in our own personal lives; then a 
mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit to shake our 
nation with a spiritual revival. 


Under God, the one force which will adequately 
deal with Communism, at home and abroad, is an 
aroused Christian citizenship. In such citizenship 
will be found, by God’s help, the leadership, the 
vision and the power necessary. 


When one deals with Communism—there is no 
ground for compromise. —L.N.B. 


Worship 


In many ways the most important thing we can 
do while living here on earth is to worship. All 
worship, however, is not acceptable to God: we see 
this very plainly in the Bible. What are some of the 
elements of true worship which we know are 
pleasing to Him? 


One is Reverence and Godly Fear. When we 
remember the greatness, the holy character and the 
love of God and then consider our weakness and 
sinfulness, our ignorance and foolishness, our de- 
pendence upon Him for everything, it behooves us 
to approach Him with humility and reverence: no 
other approach is fitting. 


Another is Sincerity. Jesus showed His hatred 
and contempt for all sham, pretence and hypocrisy 
when on earth. Insincerity is an abomination to the 
God of all truth. We must be sincere in our attitude 
toward Him and toward men. 


A third is Gladness. ‘I was glad when they said 
unto me, let us go into the house of the Lord.” How 
glad we ought to be that we have such a God to 
worship; that we have His Word, His Day, His 
House, His people! —J.K.P. 
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“The State Of The 
Nation” 


Recently Industry in a nation wide broadcast gave 
a report to the folk of our Country regarding the 
situation of the U.S.A. in its economic aspect, with 
an appraisal of resources. 


Mr. Claude A. Putnam, President of the N AM 
gave pledge of support to President Truman in our 
present emergency, calling upon a number of rep- 
resentatives of America’s Industry to show how well 
prepared our nation is, in view of the Communist 
threat to all free peoples. 


From Mr. David Graham of Weyerhaeuser 
Timber Company, we learn that home construction 
may be slowed down, but the present year will be a 
record one. Mr. Morris Sayre, President of Corn 
Products Refining Company, indicates that we have 
a more abundant supply of food than previously and 
that production can be increased greatly. Hoarding 
seems only to bring on rationing and black markets. 
Mr. Donald Comer, Board Chairman of Avondale 
Mills, tells that there will be sufficient clothing and 
that production is being increased greatly in cotton 
and in synthetics. Mr. Charles J. Stilwell, of Warn- 
er and Swasey, assures that machine tool production 
is about one-third more than last year and can be 
doubled. Mr. Louis V. Sutton, President of the 
Carolina Power and Light Company, advised that 
the generating capacity for Public Utilities is a third 
more than on VJ-Day. Mr. Gwilym A, Price, of 
the Westinghouse Electric Corporation, feels that 
there may be delay regarding some items, but that 
essential electric machinery will be available for all. 
From Mr. H. E. Humphrey, Jr., President of U. 
S. Rubber, we learn that this commodity is in much 
better shape than ever before, as regards raw ma- 
terials, production and workers. The chairman of 
Standard Oil, Dr. Robert E. Wilson, is authority 
for the word that since the end of World War II, 
Petroleum Industries capacity has increased more 
than 25 per cent and that there will be no need of 
rationing even in the face of far greater military 
demands. Mr. Clarence B. Randell of Inland Steel, 
gives encouragement in the thought that since 1945 
we have built as much new steel capacity as the 
whole of Germany knew in 1940. 


Now all this gives heart to America. These as- 
surances lend mighty encouragement. Yet in this re- 
view of such achievements, capacities and probabili- 
ties, touching things material, one notes the absence 
of report regarding one asset. It does not come under 
the heading of manufacture, though many, perhaps 
most, manufacturers recognize and concede its vital 
nature if not its necessity. 


We have more church members, and in some 
sections more attendance, and more houses of wor- 
ship, than in anytime past. On the basis of the last 
U. S. census reports, religion with 3 per cent in- 
crease is greater than the population increase of 1.5 
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per cent. We hear that there are now more than six 
thousand more congregations of worshipers than 
there were two years ago. Whereas in 1880 it is 
estimated that the church members were but 20 per 
cent of the population, there are those now who 
claim that the proportion is 54.2 per cent. It may be 
that circumstances, viz., the great depression, World 
War II, the atomic bomb, and other equally fright- 
ful facts, have brought more people to a realization 
of the need of a vital faith. 


The question whose answer we seek is: along 
with the external progress, is there really growth in 
Christian. character, in holy living, and in moral 
fiber? These are the vitals of the nation; for them 
we should strive mightly with God and among men. 
Are we adequate in this resource? 


“Thus saith the Lord, let not the wise man glory 
in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in 
his might, let not the rich man glory in his richness; 
but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he under- 
standeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord, that 
exerciseth loving kindness, justice and righteousness 
in the earth; for in these things I delight, saith the 
Lord.” —R.F.G. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 
LESSON FOR DECEMBER 31: 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Fellowship With Christ 


Scripture: John 15:1-10; Galatians 2:20; Philip- 


pians 3:8-16. Devotional Reading: John 15:1-12. 


There must be a deeper bond than fellowship; there must be union with Christ. When we are born again 


we are united to Christ in a vital spiritual union. 


If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none ot 


his. The Spirit meant in this verse is the Holy Spirit of God, not merely a spirit like the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Jesus had a spirit of meekness, of love, of compassion, and many other noble qualities of character: 
He was perfect. But the Spirit of Christ is the Holy Spirit: we must be born of that Spirit. 


Fellowship helps us to grow, but we must be 
united to Christ to have real growth. The disciples 
were associated with Jesus for three years, had 
fellowship with Him, but at the end of that time 
He could say, O slow of heart to believe. 


The branch has more than fellowship. It has 
union with the vine, and this vital union is the 
source of life and growth. From Pentecost, after 
the coming of the Holy Spirit, the growth of the 
disciples was rapid and marked. Then there was 
new understanding of the Scriptures, new courage 
to witness for Christ, a new life of sharing with 
others. 


Can we have such close union and fellowship to- 
day ? Certainly Jesus prayed that we might have, in 
the 17th chapter of John. Here the union and fel- 
lowship of the believer with his Lord is described 
as like that existing between the Son and the 
Father. Then we have His promise, Lo, I am with 
you, even unto the end of the age. We have a living 
Christ Who can live in us and walk with us every 
step of the way. 


I. This Fellowship, or 
Union, Illustrated: John 15:1-10; 
The Vine and the Branches. 


There are three thoughts especially, which come 
to me as I study this beautiful parable: 


1. Spiritual life comes through this Union with 
Christ. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as 
a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, 
and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 
There is no spiritual life, to say nothing of growth, 
out of Christ. 


The one thing that brings life to a dead soul is 
to be united to the source of all life—Christ. He 


that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not — 


the Son of God, hath not life. He may have an 
abundance of physical vitality, he may have an active 
brain, but he is destitute of spiritual life. 


Now in order for anything to grow it must have 
life. Someone has said that the difference between a 
post and a tree is that when you plant a post in the 
ground it begins to decay, but when you plant a 
tree, it begins to grow. Is it not true that members 


of the church, (not Christians) seem to be more 
like posts than trees? 


Something is certainly wrong if we do not grow. 
Perhaps it is that we have never been born from 
above, but have simply “joined the church” as we 
would join some man-made organization. If we 
have been regenerated, then we should grow. 


This is a sobering thought. Let us examine our- 
selves and see whether we are in Christ and He is 
in us. Jesus makes it plain in John 17: “That they 
all may be one; as thou Father, art in me, and | 
in thee, that they also may be one in us—lI in them, 
and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in 
one.” 

2. Spiritual fruitfulness comes in the same way. 
There can of necessity be no fruitfulness where 
there is no life. No one expects to find fruit on a 
dead tree or a dead vine, or branch. These dead 
branches are cast forth and burned: all unfruitful 
branches are pruned off the vine. 


Christian growth is manifested in fruitfulness. 
There is fruit, more fruit, much fruit, fruit that 
abides. Where there is no fruit, we begin to suspect 
that there is no life. The fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace. Are we bearing this sort of fruit to the 
glory of God? 


3. Spiritual power comes in like manner. Without 
Him we can be nothing or do nothing. All our 
power comes from the indwelling Christ; I can do 
all things through Christ who strengthens me, said 
the apostle Paul. 


This does not mean that unregenerate men cannot 
do some things without this fellowship, or union. 
They may do many things which seem great in the 
eyes of the world. But all spiritual work must be 
done in and through Him, if it is to amount to any- 
thing in the eyes of God. 


“If ye abide in me and my words abide in you, 
ve shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unto 
. 
you.” If ye shall ask anything in my name: the name 
that counts at the throne of grace is the name ot 
our Mediator, Jesus Christ. 
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When will we as individuals, or as a church, 
recognize this fact? We work and fret and tire our- 
selves out, get nervous and “jittery,” or despondent 
and gloomy, and forget that we only have the power 
to accomplish spiritual work through Him. Let us 
abide in Him and allow His life and power to flow 
through us and we will see the wonders He can ac- 
complish. 


Our fellowship, or as I would rather call it, our 
Union with Him, is absolutely necessary. The fail- 
ures of the church can be easily explained if we re- 
member this simple lesson. 


The Church is often apart from the Head of the 
Church, just as Israel was often separated from 
God by sin. There are many Laodicean Churches, 
large, wealthy and seemingly flourishing, which 
have no spiritual life or influence in the world. 
These churches can do nothing vital to the spread 
of the gospel. 


A church that claims to be a church and keeps 
Christ on the outside is a stumbling block rather 
than a help, sickening to God. And a man who 
claims to be a Christian but is living apart from 
his Savior is also a hinderance to the cause rather 
than a help. May we all do some searching of our 
hearts with the help of the Holy Spirit, examining 
ourselves to see whether we are living or dead 
branches, and whether we are bearing fruit to the 
glory of God. 


Il. “And be found in him”: 
Philippians 3 :8-16 


“That I may win Christ.” Paul counted all things 
but loss, but refuse, that he might win Christ. He 
tells us in the preceding verses what some of these 
things were: his birth, his rank, his standing, and 
law-righteousness, things in the eyes of the world, 
and especially in the opinion of Pharisees, of almost 
priceless value. Paul realized that the “pearl of 
great price’ was the Lord Jesus and he was willing 
to let all else go in order that he might win that 
pearl. 


The righteousness of Christ was to become his 
righteousness. Paul’s righteousness of the law was 
absolutely inadequate; it could not stand before the 
bar of God’s judgment; only the pure, unspotted 
righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ could stand 
before the all-seeing eyes of the judge on the throne. 


The power of the resurrection was to become the 
power in the life of the apostle. This power broke 
the bands of death. So the power of a risen Savior 
would break the bands of sin and death which held 
his soul. 


In many ways the resurrection of Christ is more 
important than his death. If He is not risen we are 
still in our sins, and of all men the most to be pitied. 
We must not only die with Him on the cross of 
Calvary, but rise with Him. He is not a dead 
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Savior, hanging on a cross, but a living Savior, 
sitting at the right hand of God, making continual 
intercession for us at the throne of grace. 


His work of redemption is finished, once for all, 
but his work of intercession continues. The symbol 
of our faith is an empty cross and an empty tomb, 
not a crucifix with a dead and helpless Savior still 
hanging on the cross. 


The fellowship of his sufferings. “I bear in my 
body the marks of the Lord Jesus.” Let us take the 
verse we have from Galatians (Gal. 2:20): “I am 
crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” 


The marks of the Lord Jesus which Paul bore in 
his body were similar to the marks on the broken 
body of our Lord. Read again Paul’s account of his 
scrougings, imprisonments, stonings and as he re- 
lates them in II Corinthians. 


We never know the depth of fellowship until we 


_ suffer along with someone. Soldiers who have fought 


and bled together on a battlefield know what real 
fellowship is, or explorers who have suffered hunger 


and distress of body and mind as they struggled 


through a wilderness. We must be “crucified with 
Christ” before we can live with Him: we must 
suffer before we can reign. 


“IT might attaih unto the resurrection of the 
dead.” This is the resurrection of the righteous 
dead, who shall come forth and meet Him in the 
air. We are united to Him here, and will still be 
united to Him when we die. 


| 
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Young People’s Department 


Vesper Topics For December 31: 


Introduction 


By Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 


Right Turn Ahead 


Tonight is the time to check up on what we did and what we did not do last year, and to make our reso- 
lutions for the coming new year. And yet most of us who are honest in our own hearts will admit that 
this is a rather futile thing to do. We know that each year we make our resolutions and each year we fail 
to keep our resolutions, either because we don’t want to or don’t have the strength to. 


That is rather a bad thing to do psychologically, 
but it is tragic when you and I take the same kind 
of experience of defeat into our Christian life. Let’s 
tonight study a passage of Scripture that will enable 
us to be forever through with resolutions and defeat, 
and which will enable us to walk in righteousness 
and victory. 


Scripture Lesson - Romans 7:15; 8:4 


In Romans, Chapter 7, the Apostle Paul tells us 
that he made many resolutions about his religious 
experience and failed to keep as many as he made. 
This brought him to a distressing frame of mind, 
but in the depths he found the secret of triumphant, 
spiritual living. Let us study his message in order 
to find that secret and make it our own. 


I. The Weakness of the Flesh - V 15-25 


a. The First Confession - Conflicting Desire - 
Verses 15-17. Paul confesses to us that he is made 
of the same stuff that we are. He tells us that in 
his heart he has conflicting desires. He wants to do 
good, but at the same time, he recognizes that there 
are also desires to do evil. 


So his inner personality became a battle ground 
between good and evil, between sin and righteous- 
ness; between Christ and self. All of us are conscious 
of this inner conflict. Many people are physically 
sick and unhappy because the conflicts become so 
intense, and others end up in institutions with 
completely split personalities. 


b. The Second Confession - Conflicting Deeds - 
Verses 18-20. Paul not only recognized the presence 
of conflicting desires in his heart, but there were 
conflicting deeds in his life. He tried to do good, 
but he did not have the strength to do it; he tried 
to avoid the evil, but he did not have the strength 
to avoid it. 


If you have read the autobiography of Jerry the 
Alcoholic, you will be startled at how he described 
his conflict with alcohol in almost the identical 
words that Paul used to describe his conflicting 
desires and deeds. 


c. The Third Confession - Conflicting Delights - 
Verses 21-23. Paul further confesses that at times 
he is delighted with the Law of God and wants to 
do it, and then he finds present in his personality 
something that makes him resent the demands of 


God upon his life. On occasion he delights in 


holiness and then he delights in the very things that 
are opposite to holiness. 


d. The Conclusion - Verses 24-25. Paul concludes 
that in so far as his own strength and power are 
concerned, he is utterly hopeless and cannot over- 
come the weakness of the flesh. But he thanks God 
that he has found the secret of victory through the 


Lord Jesus Christ. What is it? 
Il. The Power of the Spirit - 8:1-4 


a. 4 Change of Standing - Verse 1. Before you 
and I can overcome the weakness of the flesh, we 
have to have a change of our standing before God. 


Outside of the Lord Jesus Christ, we stand dead - 


in sin, disobedient unto God, and doomed to wrath. 


But the moment we believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ by faith and sincerely receive Him into our 
hearts, we stand justified before God, and we have 
peace with Him through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We are no longer dead in sin but alive unto God. 


We no longer are disobedient unto God but 
desire to praise Him, and we are no longer doomed 
to wrath but stand cleared of guilt in the presence 
of God. This change must actually take place in 
our hearts and lives by a definite transaction between 
our souls and God before we can claim the power 
for a victorious life. 


b. 4 Change of Drive - Verses 2-4. When we 
have so received the Lord Jesus Christ then we are 
born from above and justified, we not only have a 
change of standing before God, but we have a 
change within our hearts. We have a new drive, a 
new impulse, that moves our lives. The law of 
Spirit and life in Christ Jesus has set us free from 
the law of sin and death. 


When we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
are born again, the Spirit of God becomes a drive, 
an urge, an impulse that drives us towards right- 
eousness with that same irresistable power that 
hunger drives a man to food. When we have this 
drive of the Spirit and yield to it, it overcomes the 
weakness of the flesh and sets us free from the law 
of sin and death. 


SUGGESTIONS 


In India there is a highway that is very interest- 
ing. There is a large four lane, concrete highway 
along which automobiles move at a rapid rate. 
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Running along side of the highway is an old primi- 
tive, muddy road with ox-carts struggling along in 
the dirt. Many of us in our Christian life struggle 
along the old, muddy road of doing the best that 
we can, when we ought to be traveling God's high- 
way in the power of the Spirit of God. 


Place this Scripture study at the heart of this 
program for any review of your past work and any 
resolutions concerning your future work, or you 
will certainly bog down into dead works that could 
be infused and made triumphantly dynamic by the 
presence and the power of the Spirit of God. 


McPheeters Installed 
In Missouri Church 


On November 12 a Commission of the St. Louis 
Presbytery installed the Rev. R. E. McPheeters as 
pastor of the Midland Church, University City, 
Missouri. Prior to going to Midland, Mr. Mc- 
Pheeters had been pastor of the Presbyterian Church 
of Excelsior Springs, Missouri, in the Presbytery 
of Upper Missouri; he had served this church 
faithfully and acceptably for nine years. At the 
Midland Church he succeeds the Rev. Herbert H. 
Watson who was the organizer and the first pastor 
of this church. 


Mr. Watson resigned as pastor of Midland to 
give his full time to the organizing of a new church 
in the Yorkshire community of St. Louis County, 
a residential development adjacent to Webster 
Groves. With aid from both Assembly and Presby- 
tery Home Mission funds a chapel and manse for 
Mr. Watson are being built in the Yorkshire com- 
munity. In addition to his new responsibilities in 
organizing this church, he serves St. Louis Presby- 
tery as its Executive Secretary of Home Missions. 


The Rev. Leland H. Koewing of the Presbytery 
of South Arizona, U. S. A., has accepted a call to 
the Grace Church in Crystal City, Missouri, and 
will be received by St. Louis 


—=Chureh News 


50th Anniversary 
Observed By 
Collins Church 


Co.tuins, Miss. The 50th anniversary of the 
Collins Presbyterian Church was held December 
3 with a homecomiing day for friends and members 
of the congregation. 


The history of the church was read by the Rev. 
C. Thomas Preer, pastor of the church. The Rev. 
Ernest Holloway, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Monroe, La., preached the morning sermon 


on “The Church of the Living God.” 


Organized November, 1900, the church was first 
served by the Rev. W. D. Spurlin and had 13 
charter members. Mrs. Nannie C. Coulter, only 
surviving charter member, attended the anniversary 
services and was given a corsage of red carnations. 


The Rev. Dwyn Mounger, pastor of the Carth- 
age, Miss. Presbyterian Church, preached the ser- 
mon in the afternoon on “Unfeigned Faith.” Music 
was provided by the Youth choir of the church. 
Among those present were three former pastors: 
the Rev. Gus Hall, Jackson, Miss.; the Rev. W. 
A. Warren, Germantown, Tenn. and the Rev. L. 
A. Beckman, Ellisville, Miss. Approximately 200 
persons attended the all-day meeting. 


Presbytery immediately. 
Prior to accepting the call of 
the Grace Church, he served 
as pastor of the Presbyterian 


Church in Phoenix, Ariz. 
The Rev. John H. Lin- 


denberger has accepted a call 
to the Troy Church and will 
begin his pastorate there 
early in January. In addition 
to serving the Troy Church 
of this Presbytery, he will 
also serve as Stated Supply 
three neighboring rural 
churches in the Presbytery of 
St. Louis, U.S.A. 


Frank C. King, Stated Clerk 
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Laurel Hill Church 
Confers Life Membership On 
Sunday School Teacher 


The Women of the Church of the Church in the 
Pines, Laurel Hill, N. C., recently honored Mrs. 
Zula E. Mathews with a life membership in the 
organization. 


Mrs. Mathews has been a teacher in the Sabbath 
School for many years. Showing gratitude for her 
“tireless, faithful and humble ... consecration as a 
teacher,” the group made the following dedication: 


“May she know that as she has so faithfully pre- 
sented God’s truths to us each Sabbath Day, she 
has also shown us that she not only calls her Savior, 
Lord, but is each day showing us by her daily life 
and daily living that she is doing only the things 
He would have her do. 


“Our Prayer for her is found in the following 
lines by William Cullen Bryant: 


He, who from zone to zone, guides through 
the boundless sky thy certain flight, 

In the long way that you must tread alone 

Will lead your steps aright.” 


Read The Journal in '51 
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The College is one of the 
best equipped institutions 
in this country for under- 


graduate work. 


Its buildings and grounds 
are worth $4,000,000, of 
which $1,500,000 is being 


spent just now. 


Its endowment is nearly 


$3,000,000. 


Applications should be 
made early in the year. 
Scholarships, competitive 


and otherwise, are avail- 


able. 


President J. R. McCain 


Decatur, Ga. 
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After Ninety Years 


He was born in 1860, ordained in 1890, retired 
from active ministry in 1937. After retiring, how- 
ever, he continued for 13 years longer to conduct 
chapel services each week in the schools of the com- 
munity in which for a quarter of a century he was 
the beloved pastor of an appreciative people. If five 
years Of service before his ordination be counted, 
then his ministry was for 64 years. Upon his retire- 
meat it was said of him that “The work which this 
vodly minister has given up consisted of five church- 
es spread over an entire county. He has been re- 
ceiving for the last seven years the sum of $1,500 
per annum. Considering the necessity of driving over 
such a vast territory, with the consequent cost of 
gas, oil and upkeep, he has not been able to put aside 
much for the time of retirement.” 


Just imagine it! A county for his parish; five 
congregations to preach to and keep organized and 
functioning ; a car to buy and maintain; a family to 
raise and educate—and in all the 64 years the maxi- 
mum amount he ever received in a year was $1,500! 
How did he save anything whatsoever? 


It sounds like mighty hard and wunrewarding 
work, really, doesn’t it? But he did not think so. 
Listen to some of the excerpts from a few of his 
letters: 


“My own experience is that God never fails those 
who trust Him ... 1 would not exchange my ex- 
periences for millions of dollars.” (Written when 


82 years old) 


“The Lord is good to His retired servants, putting 
it into the hearts of His Church to care for them 
and using the Committee (Board) as the adminis- 
trator of His love.”’ (Written when he was 87). 


Then when almost blind, palsied, and learning to 
walk after 19 weeks in bed with a broken hip, he 
said this: ““To think how the Lord provides for His 


own just overwhelms my soul.” 


What a privilege it is that through our Joy Gift 
this December we can enable the Board of Annuities 
and Relief to be the “‘administrator of God’s love” 
to His aged and needy servants. What a joy to be 
able to bring gladness to their lives! 


“The Laborer Is Worthy” 


“T feel wonderfully vigorous and find much plea- 
sure and happiness in life.”’ 


Who do you suppose said that? An 82-year-old 
beneficiary of Ministerial Relief—another of the 


several hundred who will be helped by this year’s: 


Joy Gift. And there cannot be any doubt as to his 
need of it. 


Between 1893 and 1929 he was an active pastor 
of our Church, serving during that period relatively 
small congregations in six of our Synods. In the 
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latter year, and acting on his physician’s advice, he 
was, upon his own request, retired by his Presbytery 
from the active ministry. He could have applied at 
that time for Ministerial Relief. He and his wife, 
however, felt at the time that others needed assist- 
ance from the Church more than they did, and so 
they determined, while they could, “to go it alone.” 
And they did “go it alone” for 15 years: on the 
small sums he received from occasional supply 
preaching, from loans made to them on insurance 
policies, from the return which the sale of some of 
his prized books netted, from the vegetables and fruit 
which came out of their garden, and from a very 
modest sum which his wife inherited. By 1944, how- 
ever, he had concluded that “there is no virtue in 
trying to go it alone, unassisted, at this time in life,” 
and so he made application to his Presbytery for 
Ministerial Relief aid and ever since he has received 
each month a check from the Louisville office. 


What seems amazing is the courageous and hope- 
ful spirit which he reveals. “I feel wonderfully 
vigorous and find much pleasure and happiness in 
life.” To understand the import of that which he 
wrote you must know his situation when he wroté 
it: she who had been his helper for over 55 years 
had, as he said, “‘fallen asleep in Jesus.” There were 
no children to love and be loved by. His home, 
purchased with his wife’s inheritance, he had had 
to give up. He could no longer “putter around” in 
his garden. He was 82 and a “paying guest” in the 
home of old friends. And yet he could write of the 
“pleasure and happiness” which were his and then 
go on to add: “Many fine things go on in our world 
today. I am glad to keep in touch with many of 
them.” 


How glad we are that our Church appreciates 
the spirit and the labors of its faithful ministers and 
that it shows its appreciation by making provision 
for them in the evening time of their lives! The 
Joy Gift is proof of the fact that we do believe the 
“laborer worthy of his hire.” 
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Books reviewed or advertised in The Journal may be ordered 

from The Southern Presbyterian Journal Book Department, 
Weaverville, N. C. 
“FIFTY YEARS OF PROTESTANT THE- 
OLOGY,” by Carl F. H. Henry, Ph.D. W. A. 
Wilde Company. $1.50. In December, 1949, a call 
was issued for evangelical faculty members in Ameri- 
can schools to meet in Cincinnati to discuss the 
predicament of modern theology and to consider the 
possible organization of what has since been denom- 
inated The Evangelical Theological Society. Dr. 
Henry was invited to speak at the Cincinnati gather- 
ing on “Fifty Years of Protestant Theology.” He 
has expanded the material used there into three 
illuminating chapters. 


‘Protestant Theology at the Dawn of the Twen- 
tieth Century” is the subject of the first chapter. 
He observes that at this middle point of the twen- 
tieth century one is impressed with five decades of 
striking upheaval. Dr. Henry shows that the first 
part of the twentieth-century theology has been 
dominated to a large extent by two illustrious names 
in German idealistic philosophy—Kant and Hegel. 
In the shadows case by these two men most the- 
ologians of this era show a philosophical emphasis 
upon an intensified divine immanence. In the spirit 
of immanental idealism these twentieth-century the- 
ologians merged special with general revelation and 
blended humanity with God. Henry writes, ““The 
theologians who were influenced most by Hegel 
obscured Biblical once-for-all revelation; for them, 
the universal movement of thought provided a more 
significant disclosure of the Absolute. Those _ in- 
fluenced mainly by Kant repudiated it, contending 
that the categories of thought do not extend to the 
supernatural; consequently, they faced the problem 
of overcoming agnosticism about the existence of the 
religious object. On both approaches, however, 
whether due to a pantheizing divine immanence or 
to the supposed impossibility of metaphysical know- 
ledge, revelation came to be simply another term for 
human insight and discovery.” 


The second chapter deals with ‘‘Protestant The- 
ology during the Past Half-Century.” This is the 
most fascinating chapter in this volume. Dr. Henry 
affirms here that in 1950 the emphasis of theology 
falls upon divine transcendance, in striking contrast 
with that of 1900 on divine immanence. He writes, 
‘The revision of theology now has a different frame. 
The revolt against idealistic immanence, once so 
little disputed in the definitive theological centers, 
is a central feature of most alert theology.” Again, 
Dr. Henry tells us that by the mid-century the true 
alternatives everywhere suggested are: “Biblical the- 
ology or nihilism.” 


The concluding chapter is focused upon the sub- 
ject, “Protestant Theology at the Mid-Twentieth- 
Century Divide.” From the standpoint of theological 
achievement, the author believes that 1950 termi- 
nates a mediocre half-century. There has been little 
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in the way of profound exegesis and exposition that 
will survive our own times. ‘““We have been through 
neither an era with Augustine nor with Luther and 
Calvin ... The absence of systematic theologies in 
the past fifty years contrasted with the preceding 
half-century points to the root which had been per- 
mitted to wither: that is, confidence in Biblical 
theology from whence systematics must take its rise 
if it is to be vital.” 


Dr. Henry puts his finger upon the weakness of 
present-day theology when he writes, ‘The super- 
session of God’s written Word is still the fatal sick- 
ness of contemporary theology, with the serious 
consequence that justice is not done to what divine 
revelation achieves and implies for mankind.” Many 
theologians whose names carry a great deal of weight 
must be repudiated as trustworthy guides in the 
spiritual crisis of our day. Henry observes, “To them 
we must say, not ‘Ye do err, not knowing Karl 
Barth,’ as considerable recent thought is prone to 
say; but, rather, ‘Ye do err, not knowing the Scrip- 
ture, as Jesus affirmed to theological liberals in His 
day. Let us, then, who delight in the whole counsel 
of God adorn it with the labor of souls and bodies 


which bear the marks of grace.”’ 


Ministers who are desirous of knowing more of 
the theological thought during the first part of our 
century will traverse the pages of this little volume 
with great enjoyment, satisfaction and enrichment. 


—John R. Richardson. 
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MEALS FROM THE MANSE COOK BOOK, 
by Lora Lee Parrott. Zondervan Publishing House. 
$1.50. This attractive book submits favorite recipes 
from the wives of great preachers with devotional 
gems for homemakers. 


THE EMERALD NECKLACE, by Elise Fraser. 
Van Kampen Press. $1.75. Vivid characters move 
through the pages of this exciting story. Here we 
observe how the Christian life and testimony chang- 
ed the lives of two persons, and all is given in a 
fascinating and satisfying manner. 


WINE OF MORNING, by Bob Jones Jr. Van 
Kampen Press. $2.50. A novel of the early Christian 
era. It is a story of insurrection and intrigue but 
also of romance. Woven into the background is a 
deeper appreciation of 
Christ’s ministry and 
sacrificial death. What 
happens in connection 
with many once-men- 
tioned New Testament 
characters and the mir- 
acles which the Son of 
God performed, com- 
prise a narrative that is 
sure to grip every 
reader. 


PROBLEMS THAT 


THE GOSPEL IN HYMNS: BACKGROUNS 
AND INTERPRETATIONS, by Albert Edward 
Bailey. Charles Scribners Sons. $6. From the stand- 
point of attractiveness, this book is unexcelled. The 
arrangement of material and the illustrations are 
excellent. The choice of hymns studied in this 
volume is for the most part outstanding. They be- 
long to the ecumenical hymnary. They are fairly 
representative of contemporary Christian thought 
and sentiment. There are 313 hymns analyzed in 
this volume. 


The theory underlying the organization of this 
book “is that hymns are partly an individual and 
partly a social product. Few hymns were written in 
a vaccuum. While the experience that inspired them 
may have been personal; the form and subject 
matter were conditioned, in part at least, by the 
author’s setting in time and place, by his historical, 
religious, and social environment.” 


Christmas Gift Subscription 


ORDER BLANE 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
RATES—$2.50 a year each subscription. $2.00 a year each 


subscription in groups of four or more. 


PLAGUE THE 
SAINTS, by W. A. 


Poovey. Wartburg 
I enclose 


Please send 52 issues of The Southern Presbyterian Journal to the fol- 
lowing names, and send notice on Gift Cards, as indicated. 


Press. $2. The author 


discusses such problems 


for __subsecriptions. 


as stretching the Bible — 

to make it fit our no- Addrese__ 
pressed with the 

preacher than the gos- 

pel, forgetting that the Name... 
church is a divine insti- Address. 
tution even though it is 

made up of sinful hu- 
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The studies presented in this book make the great 
hymns of the church live again. The author reminds 
us that Luther’s masterpiece, “A Mighty Fortress 
is our God,” was written during the darkest day in 
the history of the Protestant Reformation. “This 
hymn,” writes Bailey, was “written at Coburg and 
was Luther’s call to battle in that crisis.”” The 
popular processional hymn, “Onward, Christian 
Soldiers,” written Baring-Gould, was produced in 
fifteen minutes. It was written for children who 
liked to play soldier but have little notion of what 
soldiering involves or of what war is about. 

Although the author has produced a book re- 
markably well written, this reviewer regrets to state 
that it is marred by obvious prejudice. He refers to 
the Puritans as “riff-raff.’’ Speaking of Isaac Watts 
falling under conviction of sin at the age of fourteen, 
the author writes, “Poor boy! He ought to have been 
playing more ball.” Furthermore, he states that 
Watts’ theology “outrages our sense of justice, con- 
tradicts our reason, makes God a monster.” Bishop 
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Heber’s hymn, “Holy! Holy! Holy!” comes in for 
criticism. Bailey comments, “The old Greek the- 
ologians could better have spent their time persuad- 
ing men to live like Jesus than to have forged these 
chains for the intellect of man and to have deluged 
the world with blood through the centuries.” He 
tells us that “There is a Green Hill Far Away” 
perpetuates an outworn theology. 

The student of hymnology will admire the or- 
ganization and presentation of the author’s materials 
and his fascinating accounts of the origins of our 
great hymns with so many anecdotes, but one should 
read this book with discrimination; for the chaff is 
mixed with the wheat. In spite of its imperfections, 
the merits of this book will doubtless exert a wide 
influence throughout the church. 


—John R. Richardson. 


THE DARTMOUTH BIBLE, by Revs. Roy B. 
Chamberlin and Hermon Feldman. Houghton Mif- 
flin Company. $7.50. The first objection that we 
raise to this work is 
recounted by its advo- 
cates as one of its 
supreme virtues: 
“Through skillful! 
abridgement, it reduces 
by half the entire King 
James Version.” T he 
claim is made that it 
does this “without 
changing its nature or 
spirit.” Who is to de- 
cide whether “its na- 
ture or spirit” has been 
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are really “myths” why are they 
left in for the reading by the “un- 
suspecting’ readers? 

But as objectionable as the 
above features are they are not so 
much so as the comments that are 
made on that which is left in the 
text. If 1 followed the authors I 
would have all confidence in the 
Bible completely undermined. 
There are such comments as these: 
“Much of Genesis has been classi- 
fied as ‘myths’”’; “Genesis is now 
recognized by independent scolars 
—as consisting of strands of ma- 
terial from different centuries so 
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to do with Christian-——Pliable, Obstinate, Help, Mr. 
Worldly Wiseman, and many others equally apt of 
the characters portrayed. The book, in this abbreviated 
form, contains all the pointed lessons of the orginal 
volume and is a story that will be read understand- 
ingly by very young people. Price $1.75. 
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combined as to give an impression 
of a certain unity.” Was it designedly “so combined”’ 
in order that it might create the impression that 
it had \a real unity, which it did not possess? “The 
stories Of Abraham, Jacob and Joseph were polished 
like boulders in a mountain stream by generations of 
retelling, \and were probably “committed to writing 


between thd Ninth and Seventh Centuries, B.C.” 


The book of Ruth is taken out of its historical 
setting and placed near the end of the Fifth century, 
B.C. The book of Jonah is listed with Ruth and 
Esther as “Bible-tales,” and is called an “allegory,” 
or “parable,” with imagery common to its time. 
Taking Jeremiah 51:34 as the suggestion for the 
figure of speech as the subject, he declares that the 
author “put the tale in a more literary form, using 
an Eighth century prophet, adding dramatic and 
humerous embellishments!” And this written perhaps 
as late as 300, B.C. Likewise, Esther is put “around 
the middle of the Second century, B.C. It was, 
“maybe,” suggested by the heartless slaying of so 
many Jews by Antiochus Epiphanes. The plot, how- 
ever, is said to come from the court of Ahasuerus. 


We could follow these instances with scores of 
others, but space forbids. To “contend for the faith 
which was once for delivered unto the saints” I 
must contend for the entirety of the Bible, as the 
Word of God, in which this faith has been delivered 
unto us. For me “The holy Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testament are the Word of God, the only 
rule of faith and obedience.” 


THE HERITAGE OF THE REFORMA- 
TION, by W. Pauck. Beacon Press. $3. This work 
by the Professor of Historical Theology in the Uni- 
versity of Chicago is of unequal merit. In general, 
the earlier, historical part of the work is good, and 
the latter, the lecturer’s own positions, is unsatis- 
factory. 


As against Morrison, the Reformers did recog- 
nize that Christ and the Church belong together; as 
against Bower, the Reformation is the antithesis of 
the Renaissance; as against Niebuhr, Luther and 
Calvin stressed the renewal of life God gives the 
forgiven; as against Troelsch, the Reformation set 
forth principles that are significant for culture: 
namely, personal freedom grounded in faith, and 
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social, communal responsibility, based on love. 
Pauck has done original work on Bucer and shows 
Calvin’s dependence on the Strassburg Reformer 
for the organization of church polity. 


In his personal views, Pauck adheres to the doc- 
trinal formulation of the ancient nor of the Re- 
formation Church. His “prophetic religion” comes 
perilously near to rational autonomy, and his “living 
Christ” is almost attenuated to the spirit of liber- 
alism in the Church. 


At times the personal positions of the lecturer get 
the best of his historical information. For example, 
he has Luther defying pope and emperor at Worms 
“in the name of conscience” and on the next page 
condemns Protestants for turning this freedom of 


conscience into the authority of the Bible (Pages 
113-114). 


But at Worms Luther stood for the Word of 


God the most precious thing in the world, he 


offered to allow even a child to show him his errors 


from the Scriptures, his presented a conscience 
bound by the Word of God. 


When Pauck attributes to the liberals the Calvin 
Renaissance, Page 277, one can only wonder by 
what right the liberalism he represents can either 
claim or forget Doumergue LeCerf, deSaussure, 
Kolfhaus, Hauck, P. Barth, Niesel, Dominice, 
Fuhrmann, Torrance, or, to go back further, Kuy- 


per, Warfield, and Lang. 


There are valuable insights in the book. Calvin 
is recognized as a biblical theologian who inter- 
preted the Bible in the light of justification by faith 
(and Luther’s justification was perhaps best under- 
stood and expresséd by Calvin) and entire sub- 
mission to the revealed will of God. 


He should have added that God’s gracious, lov- 
ing will is found by Calvin in Christ. “The Re- 
formation had nothing in common with the Renais- 
sance.”’ “Protestantism today still lives in the Bible 
and its Biblicism guarantees its Christocentricism.” 
Protestant orthodoxy is today gaining ground in 
Europe and Roman Catholicism in the United 
States due to the attractiveness of historic-religious- 
theological dogmatisms. This is a book to be read, 
but read critically. —Wrm. C. Robinson. 


d Th 
e 
J 
r- 
is 
IT 
G 
Is 
le 
f 
1S 
> 
rs. 
A 
} 
il. 
15 


